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Director Biography

Hof architects was founded in 2011 in London by Stephane Hof to produce designs 
and studies in the fields of contemporary architecture, urban planning, landscape, 
interior and product design with the challenge of innovating and pushing the 
boundaries of what is possible.

The practice operates in a wide range of projects from small to large scale. We work 
with private, corporate and public clients.

Hof architects is about creating things, making things happen and working with 
people to shape a better environment. We are interested in the uniqueness of 
place. What it is and what it could be.

Stephane Hof is a Belgian-born architect based in London since 1997. He is the 
Founder and director of Hof architects. 

Prior to founding Hof architects in 2011, he worked at Zaha Hadid Architects for 
14 years on some of the world’s most iconic buildings. As Project Architect he suc-
cessfully lead the design and realization of the Terminus and Car Park Hoenheim 
North, Strasbourg, completed in 2002 (which received a special Mention at the 
Equerre d’argent in 2001, the Mies van der Rohe Award in 2003) and the Pierres 
Vives Archive and Library building in Montpellier, completed in 2012.

WHAT (Our Attitude Towards Design): We constantly experiment in order to reach 
the most innovative and unexpected proposals. In an increasingly complex and 
unpredictable world, we use advanced digital design and fabrication tools to antici-
pate the designs of tomorrow. Our proposals are flexible, and can adapt to varying 
uses and conditions throughout the day

WHY (Our Belief): We want to give something back to the community: to make 
people think in a different way, to provoke curiosity and a desire to learn. We 
believe that the collaborative process is as important as the final result: everyone, 
including the client and community should be involved in the process. 

HOW (Our Method): We grow buildings using simple rules similar to those found 
in nature, and therefore our designs are closer to landscapes than to conventional 
buildings. We want our design to grow from the ground, to be an organic extension
of the surroundings accessible to everyone.

WHO (The Bigger Picture): We build for future generations. We want the current 
generation to feel they have left a positive message for their children. Our designs 
are based on the environment, the structure, the materials, as well as the interac-
tion with users.

OUR VISION: We want to blur the boundary between landscape and architecture 
to create a playful proposal that will be used in many different ways, sometimes 
unexpected even for us.

Design Approach
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Project

Duality:
Lushan Garden
Location

Ruichang, 
China
Client

Hua Yan Group
Type

Residential
Status: 

Honorary Award
Size: 

16.500m²
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Project

Duality:
Lushan Garden
Location

Ruichang, 
China
Client

Hua Yan Group
Type

Residential
Status: 

Honorary Award
Size: 

16.500m²

The design proposal seeks to transform 
the existing landscape into a more 
dynamic one. 

In this project, we combine the different 
functions of the program (building and 
landscape) into a single entity in order to 
create a new dialogue between nature 
and human habitats and a continuous 
flow through the entire site.

The project balances many opposing 
pairs:

• Building and landscape
• Mountain and plain
• Courtyard and terrace
• Hard and soft form
• Low and high levels
• White and green

The buildings are created by raising two 
opposite corners to create a man-made 
landscape enclosing the site. The other 
two corners allow a pedestrian flow 
across the site. 

The continuous roof is pixelated into a 
series of terraced gardens, hardscape, 
landscape and allotments for residents, 
which cascade down from the tallest 
parts of the scheme. Below the roof 
the residential program is organized, 
and parking is located under a raised 
central courtyard at ground level. 

The manipulation of the ground 
condition enhances the feeling of 
continuity: in the horizontal direction 
between one side of the building and 
the other, and in the vertical dimension 
between the earth and sky.

Duality | Lushan G
arden

How do you create a building as a park ?
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Sihejuan | Chinese Courtyards Mount Lu Waterfalls
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The facade is composed of two layers: 

A building envelope with a perforated 
screen on the outside. The perforation of 
the outer skin feels like water cascading 
down the facade. It’s folds which are 
functional as well as aesthetic, echo 
ancient Chinese screen craftsmanship 
and art.

Our planted courtyard is open to the 
city, allowing visitors to perceive it from 
a distance and inviting pedestrians to 
walk through it.

Visitors may wander through the 
gardens, and walk up the roof for views 
of the city and the Flower Ocean. The 
ramping of the terraces turns the visit 
into a journey of successive revelations. 
The relationship with the Flower Ocean 
is the defining factor of our proposal.
Our development becomes a village of 
activity and delight rather than a large, 
singular building mass.

The concept creates both a physical 
identity and a unique sense of address 
for each and every element within the 
scheme.

The hills created draw the atmosphere 
of Mount Lu into the city, and the outer 
ring defines a space that embeds the 
tranquillity of a traditional courtyard.

h=3m

14m

h=3m

14m
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Duality | Lushan G

arden
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 
Renata Dantas

Structural Engineer: 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Andrew Luong
Eric Sturel

Building Sustainabilty : 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Frederick Wong 
Kathy Chang
Lillian Lee

Facade Engineering : 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Jeff Tsai 
Alex Chen

Services Engineer: 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Jeff Tsai 
Alex Chen

Electrical Engineer: 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Sam Siu

Public Health: 
Ove Arup (Shanghai)
Yemande Akinola

Ecologist: 
Aude de Liedekerke

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Size: 
16.500m²

Site: 
10.500m²

Program:
100 Residences 
Ground Level Parking
Public Park

Material Information:
Vegetation,
White concrete, 
White Steel, 
Glass

04
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The 15 story residential building will 
provide 42 units and retail space at 
ground level. 

The scheme is sited in a prominent 
location and bridge the gap between 
two existing structure in Midtown, 
Manhattan.

The design seeks to transform the 
existing street frontage into a more 
dynamic one.

In this project, we combine different 
functions of the program (building 
envelope and outdoor amenities) into 
a single entity in order to create a new 
dialogue between indoor and outdoor 
space.

Cross H
ouse

01

02

Hof architects
Project

Pleated In
Location

New York, 
USA
Client

Luxury Branded Real Estate
Type

Residential & Retail
Status: 

Concept
Size: 

10.500m²



Architect : 
Hof architects

Date: 
2017

Budget: 
£ 24.5 Million
€ 27.0 Million
$ 32.5 Million

Size: 
10.500m²

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, 
Glass
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Project

Alphabet
Library
Location

Montpellier, 
France
Client

Conseil General de 
l’Herault
Type

Reading Room
Date 

2012
Size: 

15 x 15m

Located within the Pierres Vives 
building in Montpellier to serve as a 
reading room for the Archive of the 
Department of Herault.

For a public reading room such as this, 
we decided to provide visitors with a 
pleasant and comfortable space to read 
surrounded by a treasure trove of books 
that lend the space an overwhelming 
physical presence.

The new library comprises an entrance 
desk, an information desk, reading room 
tables and library shelves. 

We combined the different functions of 
the program into a single object in order 
to create a new dialogue between the 
tables and the library and a continuous 
flow through the entire space. The tables 
bend around the back wall to form the 
library with each piece of the puzzle 
referencing a letter of the alphabet. 
The field of tables resonates with the 
lighting of the existing ceiling to form 
its “shadow”. At night the edge of the 
corian material used throughout is back 
lit and makes the ceiling, the library and 
tables appear as one.

The project palette is composed of:

• Two functions - reading room tables 
and library shelving;

• Two materials -timber and corian;
• Two colours -black and white; and,
• Two geometries -straight and curved.
 
Idea being to reflect the duality of author 
and reader; the one’s intention and the 
other’s interpretation.

Alphabet Library

Two function in one ?

01

02
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00 Perspective toward library wall
01 Detail junction table and library
02 Perspective toward the entrance
03 Back lighting detail
04 Perspective along reception
05 Perspective toward library wall
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Alphabet Library
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Local Architect: 
Chabannes (Lyon)

Contractor : 
Cismo
Arnaud Chassagne

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Size: 
15 x 15m

Material Information:
White Corian,
Painted Timber, 
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Project

Cross House
Location

Paris, 
France
Client

Berard Exchange
Type

Residential
Status: 

Planning Approved
Date: 

2013-2018
Size: 

1.050m²

The site is located in a cul-de-sac in 
the Marais at the back of the Place des 
Vosges. The design proposal seeks 
to replace the existing 1960s factory 
building.

The six story residential building will 
provide five units and a garden at the 
back. The scheme is sited in a prominent 
location and bridges the gap between 
two existing structures.

The facade is composed of two layers: 
a curtain wall and a perforated concrete 
skin. The perforation on the outer skin 
creates an impression of tension: in 
the vertical dimension from one side 
of the building to the other, and in the 
horizontal dimension between the earth 
and the sky.

The entrance is created by lifting the 
surface like a theatre curtain, in enticing 
the visitor in to the third dimension.

The project palette is composed of:

• Two geometries: regular and fluid;
• Two materials: concrete and glass; 
• Two colors: black and white

Cross H
ouse
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Hof architects
Cross H
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 

Structural Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Gilles Lardeux

Building Sustainabilty : 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)

Facade Engineering : 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Gilles Lardeux

Services Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Philippe Vivier

Electrical Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Rene Andrian

Budget: 
£ 2.0 Million
€ 2.5 Million
$ 3.0 Million

Size: 
1.050m²

Site: 
350m²

Dimension: 
6 Levels
Height 17.5 Meters

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, 
Glass
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Project

Camden Point
Location

London, 
United Kingdom
Client

Deauville Securities
Type

Residential
Status: 

Planning
Size: 

7.650m²
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The site is located on a corner plot, 
which occupies the land bounded by 
Regent’s Canal to the North, Camden 
Street to the West, Camden Road to 
the East.

The design proposal seek to replace the 
existing 1960 structure named “Shirley 
house”.

The 8 Storeys residential building 
will provide around 44 units (a mix of 
market and affordable housing with two 
separate entrances) with office space,  a 
cafe and a public plaza at ground level. 
The scheme is sitting on a prominent 
location and seeks to bridge the gap 
between two modern structure;  the 
Sainsbury supermarket designed by 
Grimshaw Architects on one side and 
Twyman house on the other side.

We combined the different functions 
of the program into a single object in 
order to create a new dialogue with 
the outside – the surrounding and the 
inside – the accommodation. 
With a special arrangement of the 
floor plate layout , each residence will 
have its own balcony, offering multiple 
perspectives and exciting views of the 
surrounding area along Regents canal 
including a large roof terrace.
By splitting the new build form in different 
volumes it make direct reference to the 
fragmented nature of the existing urban 
area, while enhancing and reinforcing 
an otherwise disconnected townscape 
as well as creating volume that are 
comparable in size to the surrounding 
building form. 

The proposed scheme will create a new 
sign / gate to Camden Town.

Duality | Lushan G
arden

How to create outdoor space for each apartment ?

02
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00 Perspective from Camden street
01 Corner Camden street & Camden road
02 Perspective towards main entrance
03 Corner Camden street & Camden road
04 Perspective along Regent’s canal
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Duality | Lushan G
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Structural Engineer: 
Fluid Structure (London)

Building Control: 
Head Projects (London)

Date: 
2012

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Size: 
16.500m²

Site: 
10.500m²

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, 
Glass



Project

Slope House
Location

Garopaba, 
Brazil
Client

Private
Type

Residential
Size: 

350m²
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The site is located on the hill that 
surrounds Silveira Beach, south of the 
city of Garopaba in Brazil. 

The project demonstrates that, on a 
challenging site, it is possible to fulfil 
the focused requirements of a client, 
while providing a clear, readable design 
concept in relation to the landscape. 
This house turns the difficulty of a steep 
hill into a strong and central concept: 
it is an interpretation of a single-storey 
house on a slope.  Since the planning 
constraints allow only single-story 
buildings in the area, we bent the floor 
to stay as close to the natural slope of 
the landscape as possible and minimize 
impact on the site.

The house comprises: a swimming pool, 
a panoramic terrace overlooking the 
ocean, an outside patio, three bedrooms 
and an open plan living room.  The 
simple layout of the ground floor with 
a full height sliding glass connecting 
the pool, the outside patio, the open 
kitchen and the living room merges all 
these elements into one space and blurs 
the line between inside and outside.  
The lower level contains bedrooms with 
ensuite bathrooms and a view into the 
pool by a window in the internal corridor. 
The two levels are connected on each 
side of the house to create a continuous 
loop of movement and energy.

The roof of this sea-facing holiday 
house is used as a terrace to maximise 
its utilization and enlarge the view of 
the ocean.  Three sides of the house 
are glazed to provide views across the 
ocean and surrounding hills intensifying 
the experience of the site’s natural 
beauty.

Slope H
ouse

How to take advantage of a slope site ?

02
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00 East facade
01 Detail structure canteliver
02 Facade detail
03 Perspective living room
04 Perspective outside patio
05 Perspective toward kitchen
06 Perspective from the kitchen
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Slope H
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Local Architect: 
Artearquitetura (Brazil)

Date: 
2011-2013

Client: 
Melanie Salmon

Structural Engineer: 
Stabile (Brazil)

Services Engineer: 
RGA Engenharia (Brazil)

Electrical Engineer: 
RGA Engenharia (Brazil)

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Size: 
350m²

Site: 
2.500m²

Material Information:
Timber cladding,
Timber frame, 
green glass, 
wood panelling

05
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A new iconic building for Montpellier, hous-
ing three government departments, emerg-
ing as a tree of knowledge with three limbs 
unified into a single envelope.
The Pierres Vives building of the department 
de l’Herault is characterized by the unifica-
tion of three institutions – the archive, the 
library and the sports department – within a 
single envelope. These various parts of this 
“cite administrative” combine into a strong 
figure visible far into the landscape. As one 
moves closer, the division into three parts 
becomes apparent.
The building has been developed on the 
basis of a rigorous pursuit of functional and 
economic logic. However, the resultant fig-
ure is reminiscent of a large tree- trunk, laid 
horizontal. The archive is located at the solid 
base of the trunk, followed by the slightly 
more porous library with the sports depart-
ment and its well-lit offices on top where the 
trunk bifurcates and becomes much lighter. 
The branches projecting off the main trunk 
are articulating the points of access and the 
entrances into the various institutions.
On the western side all the public entrances 
are located, with the main entrance under 
an enormous cantilevering canopy; while on 
the eastern side all the service entrances, 
i.e. staff entrances and loading bays are 
located. In this way the tree-trunk analogy 
is exploited to organise and articulate the 
complexity of the overall “cite administra-
tive”.

PierresVives

A building as a tree of knowledge 

03

Hof architects
Project

PierresVives
Location

Montpellier, 
France
Client

Department of
Herault
Type

Library, Archive
Size 

28.500m²

00 Helene Binet

01

02
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Hof architects
PierresVives
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Architect : 
Zaha Hadid

Project Architect : 
Stephane Hof (Hof 
architects)

Local Architect : 
Chabanne (Lyon)

Structural Engineer: 
Ove Arup (London)
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)

Facade Engineering : 
Eppag (Basel)

Services Engineer: 
Ove Arup (London)
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)

Electrical Engineer: 
Ove Arup (London)
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)

Acoustics: 
Rouch (Lyon)

Contractor: 
Vinci

Budget: 
£ 68.5 Million
€ 85.0 Million
$ 96.5 Million

Size: 
28.500m²

Site: 
35.000m²

Program: 
Archive
Library
Office

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, 
Green Glass
Gold Aluminium
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PierresVives
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PierresVives
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PierresVives
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PierresVives
Hof architects

|  24  |



18

19

PierresVives
Hof architects

|  25  |



|  26  |

PierresVives
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The city of Strasbourg has been 
developing a new tram-line service 
to combat increasing congestion and 
pollution in the city centre. It encourages 
people to leave their cars outside the 
city in specially designed car parks, and 
then take a tram to the more inner parts 
of the city. The first part of this initiative 
was the development of Line ‘A’ that 
ran east to west across Strasbourg. A 
parallel initiative to the design of the 
transport system was the inclusion of 
a number of artists, such as Barbara 
Kruger and Mario Mertz, to make 
specific installations at key points of 
the line.

The overall concept towards the 
planning of the car park and the station 
is one of overlapping fields and lines 
that knit together to form a constantly 
shifting whole. Those ‘fields’ are the 
patterns of movement engendered by 
cars, trams, bicycles and pedestrians. 
Each has a trajectory and a trace, as 
well as a static fixture. It is as though 
the transition between transport types 
(car to tram, train to tram) is rendered 
as the material and spatial transitions 
of the station, the landscaping and the 
context.

The Station contains a basic program 
of waiting space, bicycle storage, 
toilets and shop. This sense of three 
dimensional vectors is enhanced in the 

Term
inus H

oenheim
 N

orth

02

Hof architects
Project

Terminus
Hoenheim North
Location

Strasbourg, 
France
Client

City of Strasbourg
Type

Tram station
Park and ride
Date: 

2002
Size: 

22.500m²

Parking as land art instalation ?

01



treatment of space: the play of lines 
continues as light lines in the floor, or 
furniture pieces or strip-lights in the 
ceiling. Viewed in plan, all the ‘lines’ 
coalesce to create a synchronous whole. 
The idea is to create an energetic and 
attractive space that is clearly defined 
in terms of function and circulation, 
which is made possible through three-
dimensional graphics of light and 
openings.

The car park is divided into two parts 
to cater for 700 cars. The notion of the 
cars as being ephemeral and constantly 
changing elements on site is manifest 
as a ‘magnetic field’ of white lines on 
the black tarmac. These delineate each 
parking space and start off aligned 
north/south at the lowest part of the 
site, then gently rotate according to 
the curvature of the site boundaries. 
Each space has a vertical light post. In 
contrast with the lines on the ground, 
an area of darker concrete, almost 
an imaginary ‘shadow’, cuts gently 
through the car park, linking the field 
of the station to the one of the car park. 
Overall, the ‘field’ of the light posts 
maintains a constant datum height 
that combines with the gradient of the 
floor slope. Again, the intention is to 
reciprocate between static and dynamic 
elements at all scales.
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Architect : 
Zaha Hadid

Project Architect : 
Stephane Hof

Local Architect: 
Albert Grandadam

 (Strasbourg)

Structural Engineer: 
GS Projekt (Turin)

Date: 
1999-2002

Budget: 
£ 6.5 Million
€ 8.0 Million
$ 11.5 Million

Station: 
3.000m²

Site: 
22.500m²

Material Information:
Black tarmac,
White concrete, 
White paint, 
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The thick crust of earth lifted to reveal 
new habitation, a new train station, 
youth space and a public park

The interest is at the point of lift where 
the scheme peels up

Distinction between what a wall is and 
what a ground is; are redefined

What happened on the ground and 
what happened under ground form the 
substance of the proposal

The idea was originated to form a 
landscape proposal hiding the railway 
track adding some new life to the 
surrounding including a play ground 
for the youth.

This symbol of a building form a new 
sign and departure for the town of 
Knokke heist

Koudelkerke Park

How do you create a building as a park ?

04
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Project

Koudelkerke
Park
Location

Knokke, 
Belgium
Client

City of Knokke
Type

Residential
Size: 

21.000m²

02

01

03

Architect : 
Zaha Hadid

Project Architect : 
Stephane Hof

Structural Engineer: 
Ove Arup (London)

Date: 
2010

Budget: 
£ 29.0 Million
€ 36.0 Million
$ 41.5 Million

Site: 
21.000m²

Material Information:
Black concrete,
Black Steel, 
Glass, 
Water,
Vegetation
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The site is located in a cul-de-sac in 
the Marais at the back of the Place des 
Vosges. The design proposal seeks 
to replace the existing 1960s factory 
building.

The six story residential building will 
provide five units and a garden at the 
back. The scheme is sited in a prominent 
location and bridges the gap between 
two existing structures.

The entrance is created by lifting the 
surface like a theatre curtain, in enticing 
the visitor in to the third dimension.

Cross H
ouse
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Hof architects
Project

BitMap House
Location

Paris, 
France
Client

Berard Exchange
Type

Residential
Status: 

Facade Studies
Date: 

2013-2018
Size: 

1.050m²

Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 

Structural Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Gilles Lardeux

Building Sustainabilty : 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)

Facade Engineering : 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Gilles Lardeux

Services Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Philippe Vivier

Electrical Engineer: 
Gec Ingenierie (Paris)
Rene Andrian

Budget: 
£ 2.0 Million
€ 2.5 Million
$ 3.0 Million

Size: 
1.050m²

Site: 
350m²

 

Dimension: 
6 Levels
Height 17.5 Meters

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, Glass
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The tower splashes upward from the wind-
ing water formation, creating balloon-like 
spheres representing drops of water sus-
pended in the air. It connotes the “splash” 
that Cheongna will make as a modern city 
on the world map.

The emphasis on water in the design itself 
draws attention to the waterfront park, and 
symbolizes the connection of Gongchon 
River and Shimgok River. The tower design 
combines the image of modernity with 
natural fluid form. The energy behind the in-
vigorating splash reinforces the impression 
of the energetic development of the natural 
assets of the site, in particular the water-
front scenery, and is a symbol development 
and connectedness. Circular rings around 
the circumference of the bulbs and the en-
tire tower signify unity and urban centrality.

In addition to the two viewing observato-
ries both providing magnificent 360 degree 
views at near and high levels, Tower will fea-
ture a range of interactive attractions within 
the structure, including user-generated LED 
lighting art created by visitors, a climbing 
wall and a spectacular water feature in the 
interior centre, simulating the design archi-
tecture of the tower and serving as wishing 
well for visitors to make their dreams.

W
ater Drop Tow

er

Gravity inverted !

01

Hof architects
Project

Water Drop Tower
Location

Cheongna, 
Korea
Client

Korea Land
Corporation
Type

Observatory Tower
Height: 

450m

Architect : 
Hof architects

Structural Engineer: 
GS Project

Height: 
450m

Site: 
10.500m²

Material Information:
White Steel, 
Glass
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Daejeon Green Hills is an urban 
landscape based on the concepts of 
natural geometry, underlying fluidity 
and flexible space in a futuristic green 
environment. The landscape features 
4 harmonious rings, which provide a 
sense of order, logic and synchronicity 
to the city. There is a fluid central 
design theme of green flowing bands 
with constellations of towers rising 
from the uninterrupted rings, but from 
there, each ring has its own designation 
inspired by the existing structures 
within the ring.
Daejeon Green Hills is an attempt to 
deliver an impressive, state-of-the-art 
urban development within Daejeon, 
leveraging the natural landscape, 
ambition of the city and existing 
landmark buildings. These features 
together are translated within this 
architectural design into a dynamic 
form.
The incredible natural landscape of 
Daejeon situation serves as the design 
inspiration for Daejeon Green Hills. The 
four mountains that surround the city 
correspond to the four rings in the 
development, while the towers rising 
from the ribbon-like belt of buildings 
surrounding each ring pay reference 
to the surrounding mountain-scape. 
The buildings feature green vegetation 
flowing up and down the side and over 
the towers and through the ribbon-like 
band connecting the towers in the ring. 
Ultimately, the elasticity of the design 
will provide Daejeon with a high degree 
of flexibility to tailor this concept to the 
developing needs of the city.

Daejeon G
reen H

ills

A City as a man made landscape ?

03

Hof architects
Project

Daejeon Green Hills
Location

Daejeon, 
Korea
Client

Daejeon
Metropolitan Land
Type

City Planning
Size: 

555.000m²

01

02

Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 
Jaime Serra

Size: 
555.000m²

Site: 
126.500m²

Material Information:
Vegetation,
White concrete, 
White Steel, 
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Project

Moebius StripTower
Location

New York, 
United States
Client

Luxury Branded
Real Estate
Type

Residential
Height: 

145 m
Size: 

11.500m²

Located at 132 West 26th Street in New 
york 

The design proposal seeks to replace a 
low rise building on West 25th Street in 
Manhattan with a residential complex.  
The scheme is sited in a prominent 
location and bridges the gap between 
two existing structures.

The building is created by extruding the 
foot print and rotating the top section 
with an increased foot print.  The project 
takes advantage of the air right of the 
adjacent building, and demonstrates 
that even with a small footprint there is 
alternative topology to increase density 
whilst enhancing the existing fabric of 
the city.

The alignment of the top volume, 
running parallel to the street frontage, 
creates better exposure to sunlight and 
views towards downtown and central 
park.  It has a larger foot print than 
the lower volume increasing the site 
density.

M
oebius Strip Tow

er

How do you build in an existing urban fabric on a narrow plot ?
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 

Budget: 
£ 15.5 Million
€ 19.0 Million
$ 22.5 Million

Height: 
145m

Site: 
11.500m²

Material Information:
Black Steel, 
Glass
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Project

Destrier 
House Park
Location

Brussels, 
Belgium
Client

S.L.R.B. sa
Type

Residential
Status: 

Invited Competition
Size: 

12.900m²

The design proposal seeks to transform 
the existing landscape into a more 
dynamic one. 

In this project, we combine the different 
functions of the program (building and 
landscape) into a single entity in order to 
create a new dialogue between nature 
and human habitats and a continuous 
flow through the entire site.

The project balances many opposing 
pairs:

• Building and landscape
• Mountain and plain
• Hard and soft form
• Low and high levels
• White and green

Destrier H
ouse Park

Landscape or Building or Both ?

02
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Architect : 
Hof architects 
in Collaboration with 
A33 & Delices

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 
Benoit Frisson

Structural Engineer: 
Tractebel (Brussels)

Building Sustainabilty : 
Tractebel (Brussels)

Services Engineer: 
Technum (Brussels)

Electrical Engineer: 
Technum (Brussels)

Landscape: 
JNC International

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Size: 
16.500m²

Site: 
14.500m²

Material Information:
Vegetation,
White concrete, 
White Steel, 
Glass
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Project

Cross Tower
Location

New York, 
United States
Client

Luxury Branded
Real Estate
Type

Residential
Height: 

138m
Size: 

9.500m²

The design proposal seeks to replace a 
low rise building on West 25th Street in 
Manhattan with a residential complex.  
The scheme is sited in a prominent 
location and bridges the gap between 
two existing structures.

The building is created by extruding the 
foot print and rotating the top section 
with an increased foot print.  The project 
takes advantage of the air right of the 
adjacent building, and demonstrates 
that even with a small footprint there is 
alternative topology to increase density 
whilst enhancing the existing fabric of 
the city.

The two distinct volumes combined 
into a single object create a new 
dialogue between the building and 
its environment.  The manipulation 
of the geometry enhances the sense 
of cohesion with the immediate 
surroundings: the lower section 
binding together the frontage of the 
adjacent buildings and the top section 
reinforcing the line of the street itself.  
Simultaneously, the intersection of the 
two sections echoes the broader form 
of Manhattan’s urban grid.

The alignment of the top volume, 
running parallel to the street frontage, 
creates better exposure to sunlight and 
views towards downtown and central 
park.  It has a larger foot print than 
the lower volume increasing the site 
density.

Cross Tow
er

How do you build in an existing urban fabric on a narrow plot ?
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Architect : 
Hof architects

Design Team : 
Stephane Hof 

Budget: 
£ 14.5 Million
€ 18.0 Million
$ 20.5 Million

Height: 
138 m

Site: 
9.500m²

Material Information:
White concrete, 
Black Steel, 
Glass
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Project

The Open Scape
Location

Dalseong, 
Korea
Client

Daegu Metropolitan City
Type

Gymnasium
Size: 

5.500m²
Sizt: 

11.000m²

The whole space open up and offer 
a continuous ground for events of all 
kinds such as fairs and concerts. 

With the innovative double-curve 
gridshell roof, we minimized the amount 
of walls and columns within the space 
as well as the quantity of steel needed 
to cover it.

Cross Tow
er
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